Bible Characters — Saul 
(1 Samuel) 
(specifically 9-10; 11; 13:1-15; 14-15; 16:14-23; 17-19; 20:26-34; 22-24; 26; 28; 31) 


Saul, who becomes Israel’s first king, despite God having warned the people of following this 
path, reminds us that we should not judge people by outward appearances, but rather follow 
how God sees people. God sees and is interested in our disposition of heart (1 Samuel 16:7). 
Following along his reign as king, we see that he is struggling trying to please other people and 
looking after himself first, at the expense of disobeying God — frequently taking matters into his 
own hands. Among the most important lessons we can learn from Saul’s life, is the importance 
of obeying God, relying on Him — not on our own strength and self-sufficiency. 


While the Bible does not tell us all of the motivations behind Saul, other than his fearful 
disposition of heart — not focusing on God, right at the outset, despite God giving him a new 
heart, along with God’s Spirit coming powerfully upon him — his actions hint at an internal 
struggle. In this way, at his acclamation, Saul hides himself and has to be brought out (1 Samuel 
10:20-23). 


In his early military campaign, Saul does succeed (1 Samuel 11). However, from there on we see 
a progression in him towards disobeying God, which leads to Samuel’s rebuke (1 Samuel 13:13- 
14) and the Lord rejecting Saul (1 Samuel 15:11). We learn thereafter, that God’s Spirit leaves 
Saul and God allows an evil spirit to fill him with depression and fear (1 Samuel 16:14). This is 
the turning point in Saul’s reign as king, and leads him to actions that not only cause others to 
suffer, but also leads to his own family’s demise. Some examples include Saul trying to kill David, 
and having the godly priest, Ahimelech, along with many other innocent people to be killed 
without mercy. 


In sum, what we can learn from the life and events surrounding Saul, is that disobeying God 
always leads to suffering and hardship, with evil working freely in the hearts of those who have 
turned away from God. Notably, it is not only one person whose heart is hardened towards God 
that suffers, but often also — as seen with Saul — others too, such as his family, allies and those in 
close relationship with him (1 Samuel 31:6). On the other hand, we understand that also godly 
people — who are obedient to God - often suffer and perish, as a result of evil. An example here 
is Saul’s own son, Jonathan (1 Samuel 31:2). 


Nevertheless, we are reminded of the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus did for us on the cross, 
remining faithful, humble and obedient to God. Through Jesus’ resurrection, God exalted Him to 
the highest place of honour (Philippians 2:9-11). So as we surrender to Jesus with a repentant 
heart in obedience to Him, while we may suffer pain, hardship and persecution during our time 
here on earth — eternally speaking — we are secure in Christ (Luke 12:4-5; John 3:16-21; Romans 
6:23). Will we turn to Jesus, who, not only has secured eternal life for all who follow Him, but 
also helps us persevere through persecution and hardship by the Holy Spirit? 
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